
Timbarra P-9 College
Newsletter

Important Dates

May
Mon 17 - Year 8 Hallam Excursion 

Tues 18 - Casey 360 Bus 

Wed 19 - Year 6 MCG Excursion 

             - Year 9 Photography Excursion 

Fri 21 - CURRICULUM DAY - NO STUDENTS 
             REQUIRED AT SCHOOL 
Thurs 27 - Prep 2022 Information Session 

Fri 28 - Free Dress Day 

Mon 31 - Year 7 & 8 Camp 

June
Tues 1 - Year 6 Night of Notables 

School Update
Lost Property:
Lost property can be found in the Primary Art/Music building. 

Canteen:
Our school canteen is open every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The canteen menu can be found on our 

school website

https://www.timbarrap9.vic.edu.au/copy-of-bike-to-school

14th May 2021

Timbarra Fundraising 
Group

Second Hand Uniform Stall

Our second hand uniform shop is 
open fortnightly at 2.30pm-3.10pm 

in the Learning Common. 

Tuesday 18th May

Message from the Principal
Welcome to another bumper newsletter. Last week  our Year 2 students had an excellent  excursion to the Aquarium and 
our Senior Music Academy students attended  Hamer Hall for a  recital of “Peter and the Wolf”  performed by the Mel-
bourne Symphony Orchestra. Our Primary Student Leadership Team attended the Casey Youth Leadership Forum. There 
were also a number of sporting events across the fortnight.  There are some great recounts in this newsletter.  Also 
included is a snapshot of our Indonesian program across Years 6-9 and work from 1S.  Thank you for sharing your work 
with us in this newsletter. 

As you may be aware we have had great difficulty over the past few years finding a suitable teacher for Indonesian for 
our Prep- Year 5 levels of the College.  Fortunately we have employed an additional teacher who will commence on Mon-
day June 7th, 2021.  A timetable for Indonesian will be uploaded for parents when the teacher commences.  There will be 
a variation in the length of the lessons per week depending on the year level.  We are pleased to offer a Language Other 
Than English program across all levels of the College.

Thank you to our Timbarra Fundraising Group and everyone who supported our Mother’s Day stall and raffle.  I hope all 
the mums, grandmas, nannas, aunties and other special people had a lovely day. A list of the raffle winners is included in 
the newsletter. The final sum raised was $3,817.90 (stall $2,801.00 and raffle $1,016.90) a fantastic achievement.  

We are pleased to be advised that Education Week will be celebrated from Sunday May 23rd Friday May 27th 2021 after 
being cancelled last year due to Covid-19. This is an annual celebration of State Government Education and the terrific 
programs offered in our schools.  This year the state-wide theme is “Building Connections”.  We always look forward 
to this special week as the students and staff can enjoy sharing our programs and learning experiences with family and 
friends.
 
Due to current density restrictions we will keep parents and carers informed of “What’s On during Education Week” via a 
Compass update next week.  There will be opportunities to visit Learning Neighbourhoods and see our programs in op-
eration and our students at work.  Please join us; the children really enjoy the opportunity to share their work with family 
and visitors.

It is always interesting to hear comments from visitors on how different teaching and learning is now compared to when 
they attended school. These days the learning is tailored to the specific learning needs of each individual child. Some 
things don’t change, children still need to know their tables and spell correctly! The methods of teaching these concepts 
has changed over the years but the importance of  student connectedness and student engagement in learning, provid-
ing  a strong  grounding in Literacy and Numeracy remains our primary focus.  

Our Annual General Meeting of School Council was held on Wednesday April 28th, 2021 and our 2020 Annual Report 
presented and ratified by School Council. This has now been uploaded to the Department of Education and Training for 
formal approval before being placed on our website for the general public to access.  Copies will be available for those 
interested by the end of May.

Our new Council also met on April 28th I would like to formally thank Mr Adam Whibley for the wonderful job he has 
done in supporting our College and College community  as School Council Chairperson  for the past five years. Adam has 
always made himself available to discuss Council matters and work with Department of Education and Training staff when 
required. Thank you also to Mr Michael Vogue for his hard work on Council over the past four years, Michael has now 
retired from Council. A list of our School Council members is included in the newsletter this week. Welcome to Ms Taryn 
Stanley in her role as our new School Council Chairperson.
 
Please note our Curriculum Day for this term will be held on Friday May 21st, 2021.  All staff will be completing the Cultural 
Understanding and Safety Training Course.  This is a key commitment in the Marrung Aboriginal Education Plan, to sup-
port improved outcomes for Koorie learners across all education settings.  No students are required at school on this day.

Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 completed the NAPLAN testing this week.  All tests were conducted under strict supervi-
sion, there were no issues arising from our College. Thank you to Chris Powers, Libby Mc Conchie and Nerissa Treveil for 
coordinating NAPLAN.  Each year it requires many hours of work to complete all the pre requisites before the actual test 
days. 

You may have seen the current Media campaign regarding “The Smile Squad” a free dental service for students in Gov-
ernment schools.  The Smile Squad team be visiting Timbarra P-9 College from next week to undertake oral health exam-
inations and active preventive care. Please return the forms (sent home earlier) to school as soon as possible if you would 
like your child/children to participate in this program.  The children will be collected from class when they are due to be 
seen. After the initial check-up, an individualised treatment plan will be developed and sent home along with a second 
parent consent form for treatment if needed.

I had a tour of our new STEAM building last Friday and it is progressing well, plaster board has been installed this week.  
The completion date is early July, 2021.

Jan Adamson

CAFE JUMBANNA

Parents and students are invited 
to visit Cafe Jumbanna (next to 

Food Technology room)

on Monday mornings between
8.00 -8.45am

We will be selling coffee and hot 
chocolate for $2 each

Hope to see you there!
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OSHC Updates

OSHC Phone Number: 9 705 7400 

OSHC Hours: Before: 7am – 9am           After: 3pm – 6:30pm
                         Vacation Care Hours: 7am – 6pm      Curriculum Day: 
7am – 6pm

*If our phone is unattended, please leave your booking or cancellation 
on the answering machine.
NOTE: We will only call you back if we are unable to take your child due 
to ratios, otherwise if you do not hear from us, everything is fine.

INVOICES:

The next OSHC Invoices will be sent via Email to you on; Tuesday, 25th 
May 2021
Please make sure you are checking your Emails. Also, if you have not 
received an invoice, please first check your ‘Junk Mail’ box. If it is not 
there, please contact us to make sure we have the correct Email ad-
dress for you.
You can check all your details on your ‘Parent Portal’ at any time. 
To check your Invoices, update any personal details and make sure we 
have the correct information at all times, this is the site you will need;
Parent Portal site: https://www.smartcentral.net/v2/home 
Username: is your Email
Password: is your Mobile Number

CURRICULUM DAY – Friday, 21st May 2021
The OSHC Program will be running from 7am – 6pm on this day.
If you would like your child/ren in on this day, you will need to come 
down to the OSHC Program and fill out a ‘Booking Form’ to book your 
child/ren in.
This is not a normal OSHC day, so if you normally have your chid/ren in 
on a Friday in BSC or ASC, you will need to do a separate booking.
NOTE: Breakfast is not served on this day, so please make sure your 
child/ren have eaten before they come.
Any questions, please give us a call on; 9 705 7400 and speak to either 
Lisa or Elisabeth.

POLICIES UP FOR REVIEW IN MAY: 
Administration of First Aid Policy, Excursion Policy, Nutrition and Food 
Safety Policy, Behaviour Guidance Policy, Interaction with Children, Fam-
ily and Staff Policy, In-Service and Staff Development Policy and Pay-
ment of Fees Policy.

NOTE: All Policies are available at the OSHC Service for parents to view 
and add input.

Lisa, Elisabeth, Hailey, Natalie, Isla & Ashlee - (OSHC Staff) 

Mother’s Day Raffle - 2021
PRIZE NAME CLASS

1. Jensen 5M

2. Jake 1S

3. Rylan 1M

4. Cruze 4P

5. Nylah 3H

6. Archer 5M

7. Lottie 6Y

8. Ava 5M

9. David 3R

10. Adam Prep P

11. Shelby 2T

12. Elijah 2N

13. Sam 4C

14. Vasiliki Prep A

15. Madison 2M

16. Aiden Prep M

17. Jorja Staff

18. Macy 4O

19. Lillian 3H

20. Ryan 2T

21. Amelia Prep A

22. Miller Prep A

23. Cailin 4C

24. Howe Family

25. Lily 6Y

26. Rojas Family

27. Chelsey Staff

28. Ruby 4P

29. Tarah 3H

30. Ned 6H

31. Violet 2T

Thank you to all families who kindly donated to our   Mother’s Day 

stall and raffle. A huge thank you as well to the local businesses who 

generously donated prizes for the raffle. The lucky prize winners are 

listed below.

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEMBERS 2021

Parent 
Taryn Stanley
Adam Whibley
Julian Smith
Sarah Lyons
Ken Shields
Steve Roberts

Staff
Assunta
Linda

Student 
Antonio O’Shana
Lachlan Eunson
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Wednesday March 17th, the Year 3-6 
Timbarra students participated in the 
School Athletics Day.

Athletics day was challenging and 
fun. My favourite event was discus 
because people were cheering for 
me. Brody 4O

It was a great day. Everyone used 
good sportsmanship and I was proud 
of 
winning some events. Matthew  6Y

My favourite part of the Athletics Day 
was the feeling right before the race 
when I was standing with my friends 
and we were ready to race. Eliza 4C

I thought Athletics Day was a lot of 
fun. I enjoyed watching everyone do-
ing their events and I had fun doing 
mine. Nylah 3H

Athletics Day was good because we 
got to do lots of events. My favourite 
event was the 1500m race. Ali 3R

It was fun to be competitive among 
my friends. I won 1500m and Relay 
and came 3rd in High Jump. Harry J 
5W
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Inspire Casey 
Youth 

Leadership 
Forum

29th April, 2021
This week our Primary 

School Captains 
Jasleen, Pranav, Lia 
and Luca attended a 
leadership conference 

where they learnt 
about all the 

different aspects of 
being a leader.

We participated in a Martial Arts 
session. He taught us how to be calm 

and collected when are doing anything in 
life. I really liked when he spun around a 

towel and we had to run through it 
without getting hit by the towel. I also 
really liked that we learnt about being 
a good leader and learnt what a true 
leader does. We also learnt about our 
expectations for being a school captain. 

In our Martial Arts activity the 
performer told us to be strong, stay 

calm, be kind and try hard. At the start 
of our Martial Arts we, did a few 
stretch’s to loosen up our body.

- Luca 

Today all the school and vice captains 
went to the Inspire Youth Leadership 
Forum and learnt about different 

aspects of being a better leader. One of 
the things Tara taught us is that we 
have ‘superpowers’ like communication 

and listening. They both go hand in hand, 
because without one you can’t have the 

other. The reason communication is 
important is because if you communicate 
with someone you are showing them that 
you care and it may lead to other things 
that could change things for the better. 
You can’t communicate unless you listen 
and understand the person. Overall it 

was super enjoyable and informative day.
- Jasleen 



5

Today, all school and vice captains 
went on an excursion to the Inspire 

Youth Forum. We had many 
workshops, focused all about being a 
good leader. One of those workshops 
included an activity with many rocks 
and texters. Greg was our teacher, 

and he told us to think about 
something during the big lockdown 

that was challenging or difficult for 
us. He then told us to pick a rock 
that looked special to us in some 

way. Using that rock we had to brush 
off all the dust. Finally with the 
markers, he asked us to pick a 

colour that makes you happy, and for 
you to colour your rock in that 
colour. He then explained to us, 

taking the dust off the rocks was 
hard. It made dust go all over your 
hands, and that it didn’t smell the 
best. He then explained, that from a 

negative you made a positive by 
colouring it with a colour you find 
happy. He explained just because 

there has been a negative, there will 
always be a way to turn it into a 

positive.
- Lia

My favourite part of today 
was being able to 

creatively write about 
inspiration. I even shared 

mine with the whole group. 
I learnt many things about 
leadership and inspiration 
today, I had a lot of fun! 

- Pranav
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SECONDARY CROSS COUNTRY

CROSS COUNTRY RESULTS

Congratulations to all the competitors in this 
year’s Cross Country House Competition.  
Every student who competed earned valuable 
points for their House.

1st  ALLUNGA

2nd  BINDA

3rd  CHOKEREE

4th   AKUNA 

14 YEARS

1st  Rachael Booth         Ahmed Hadari

2nd Gemma Gale            Liam Bux

3rd Keeley Whitehead   Sasha Illic

13 YEARS

1st  Felicity Newman   Joel 
Dowsett

2nd Eden Terrington    Jonty 
Phillips

3rd Bhalvin Kaur          Oscar 
Turner
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15 YEARS

1st  Ruby Langham      Dakotah Maxwell

2nd Sharni Martin        James Bracey

3rd Natalie Andrews   Zac Argentaro
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I really enjoyed learning 
about all the different 
types of sharks and 
stingrays. I found it 

amazing that there is a 
real zebra shark and uni-

corn fish.  Violet 2T

I was surprised to learn that sharks 
lay spiral eggs. Lily 2M

We can care for our ocean by sav-
ing endangered marine animals. 

Tate 2M 

I loved learning about the dif-
ferent types of stingrays. I was 
amazed by the size of the giant 

ray which was 3 metres wide. The 
best part of the day was watch-

ing the movie. Jake 2T

I loved how the stingrays crossed 
over the sharks in the big tank. 

Shannon  2M

It was so much fun seeing and 
learning about all the sea animals. 

Hayden 2T
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Ada Apa, Timbarra?Ada Apa, Timbarra?
What’s happening in Indonesian classes at Timbarra…

Here is a little bit about what we have been up to in our Indonesian classes during Term 1...

- Year 6 -
In Year 6 Indonesian classes, students have been given an introduction to LOTE, as well 
as how the phrase “Bhinneka Tunggal Ika” (Unity in Diversity) intertwines into our lives 
even here in Timbarra. We are all different, and have different background stories, but 

together we are awesome. Not only have we explored our different ethnicities – we have 
learnt how to talk about them in Indonesian! Bu Irawan is incredibly proud of how far the 

year 6s have come in just a term!

- Year 7 -
Year 7s have begun exploring language and culture which includes greetings, numbers, pronouns and cultural eti-

quette. We are currently working on our Common Assessment Task (CAT) whereby we are creating comic strips to 
showcase our understanding of basic Indonesian communicative language, as well as appropriate cultural etiquette 

found in Indonesia and then comparing it with that of Australia. We have also been exploring why learning a lan-
guage is important, here are just some of the reasons the Year 7s came up with:

- Learning a different language supports your English language development.
- You can make new friends.
- You can communicate with wonderful people from other parts of the world! 
- It opens up your eyes to a whole new culture.
- We study Indonesian because they are our closest neighbour.
- To understand what other countries are going through.
- To compare and contrast.
- You can help other people out in a tricky situation.
- It helps your brain development and strategic thinking.

- Year 8 -
Our Year 8’s have been continuing with their Indone-
sian language learning journey through the study of 

animals and traditional stories. The students have cre-
ated submissions for a (mock) magazine for the best 

pet. Part of our CAT was a comprehension task on the 
Netflix hit Kopi & June (yes, you can watch it in Austra-
lia!). Be warned, though, this beautiful movie has a very 
sad part. We were fortunate enough to watch this at 
the end of term. There were a lot of tears (Bu Irawan 

and Bu Jess included

Take the conversation home:

Have a chat with your children about the language 

other than English you did as a child. Did you enjoy 

it? Why or why not? Why are languages important in 

today’s society? 



10

Problem Solving 
Problem-solving is the ability of students to make choices, interpret, formulate, model and investigate problem 
situations. They:
•	use mathematics to represent unfamiliar or meaningful situations
•	design investigations and plan their approaches
•	apply their existing strategies to seek solutions
•	verify that their answers are reasonable.

It is an interesting and fun way to learn maths that teaches thinking, flexibility and creativity. It encourages 
cooperative skills and a positive attitude towards math.
Following are some strategies students use to help solve problems. These are from the Victorian Maths Challenge. If 
your family and friends like a challenge go to the website: http://vmc.global2.vic.edu.au/.
1. Draw a Diagram: A diagram is simply a picture that helps you visualise the problem. Drawing a picture helps you 
see the situation and think more clearly. 
2. Guess and Check: Try guessing an answer and seeing if it works. If not, try another and compare. The more 
logical guesses you make which are wrong, the closer you are to finding the solution. Mathematical researchers do 
this all the time. Thomas Edison once said ‘I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.’
3. Work Backwards: Can you solve the problem by starting at the end of the question? Sometimes we can find the 
solution by working backwards. This strategy works really well when there is missing information at the beginning of 
the problem.
4. Identify Patterns: Look for patterns. Our entire wold is full of patterns and maths is often the language we use to 
describe patterns.
5. Make a Table: Sometimes problems give you lots of data which can be tricky to organise. It can be helpful to set 
out the data using rows and columns to make a table.
6. Make a List: Making a list of all the possible answers to a problem can help you to keep track of your thinking and 
prove that you haven’t just guessed.

Year 5 and 6 students were asked: what do you like about solving 
mathematical problems? I like problem solving because 

there are a lot of fun ways to get 
to the answer. Jayden B 5L

You use problem solving in 
life. You need those skills in 
everyday life. Jas 6Y
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Math Matters
Problem Solving 
Problem-solving is the ability of students to make choices, interpret, formulate, model and investigate problem 
situations. They:
•	use mathematics to represent unfamiliar or meaningful situations
•	design investigations and plan their approaches
•	apply their existing strategies to seek solutions
•	verify that their answers are reasonable.

It is an interesting and fun way to learn maths that teaches thinking, flexibility and creativity. It encourages 
cooperative skills and a positive attitude towards math.
Following are some strategies students use to help solve problems. These are from the Victorian Maths Challenge. If 
your family and friends like a challenge go to the website: http://vmc.global2.vic.edu.au/.
1. Draw a Diagram: A diagram is simply a picture that helps you visualise the problem. Drawing a picture helps you 
see the situation and think more clearly. 
2. Guess and Check: Try guessing an answer and seeing if it works. If not, try another and compare. The more 
logical guesses you make which are wrong, the closer you are to finding the solution. Mathematical researchers do 
this all the time. Thomas Edison once said ‘I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.’
3. Work Backwards: Can you solve the problem by starting at the end of the question? Sometimes we can find the 
solution by working backwards. This strategy works really well when there is missing information at the beginning of 
the problem.
4. Identify Patterns: Look for patterns. Our entire wold is full of patterns and maths is often the language we use to 
describe patterns.
5. Make a Table: Sometimes problems give you lots of data which can be tricky to organise. It can be helpful to set 
out the data using rows and columns to make a table.
6. Make a List: Making a list of all the possible answers to a problem can help you to keep track of your thinking and 
prove that you haven’t just guessed.

Year 5 and 6 students were asked: what do you like about solving 
mathematical problems? I like problem solving because 

there are a lot of fun ways to get 
to the answer. Jayden B 5L

You use problem solving in 
life. You need those skills in 
everyday life. Jas 6Y

It’s a good way to visually work 
out problems and it’s a good 
way to make maths more fun. 
Lilly 6Y

I like problem solving because 
you can use every operation in it. 
I love backtracking and multistep 
problems. Rishith 6Y

Problem solving is interesting 
because it makes my brain happy 
while I’m figuring it out. Oscar 6W

When you find out what to do, 
it’s like getting a light bulb in 
your head. Harris 6Y

Problem solving is really fun and 
interesting. It fires your synapses which 
means your brain grows.  Akshay 5M

You can use almost every 
operation which means you can 
improve and learn lots about 
maths.  Sesandi 6W

Problem solving is a great way 
for your brain to work and it can 
be fun to do in free time. When 
you do a lot of problem solving, 
you get to like maths more than 
you did. Archer 5M

I like problem solving because it’s fun trying to find 
the answer. Sarah 5L

Janene Richardson 
Learning Leader 
(Maths)
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