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Important Dates

March
Mon 1 - Year 9 Tennis 

Tues 2 - Year 9 Cricket & Volleyball 

Mon 8 - Labour Day Public Holiday, No Stu-

dents Required at School 

Thurs 11 - School Photo Day 

Fri 12 - Year 7 Cricket & Volleyball 

Tues 16 - Year 8 Cricket & Volleyball 

Wed 17 - Summer Lightening Premiership 

Mon 22 - Wed 24 - Year 5 Camp

Fri 26 - Student Leadership Assembly P-9

School Update

Our 2021 CSEF forms are now due. If you are unsure if you have handed your form 
in please contact the office on 9704 2744. 

February 2021

Timbarra Fundraising 
Group

Second Hand  Uniform Stall

Our second hand uniform shop is 
open fortnightly at 2.30pm-3.10pm 

in the Learning Common. 

Tuesday 2nd March

Message from the Principal
Thank you very much too all the parents/carers who attended our virtual “Getting to Know You” interviews on Tuesday 
afternoon/evening.  Fortunately there were very few technical problems which was great.  It did feel very quiet here on 
site as I walked around Learning Neighbourhoods during the evening, but it was nice listening to the conversations many 
of which included the students. 

The participation rate wasn’t as high as on site interviews.  For those parents/carers who were unavailable last week we 
encourage you to contact your child/children’s Class/Homeroom teacher for a catch up mutually convenient meeting 
time as over the years we have found early communication by working together to support our children we can achieve 
great things

We have received a number of responses to our “feedback survey” which closes on Wednesday March 3rd, 2021.  
Feedback thus far has been very positive with the convenience for family life by being able to meet virtually was popular 
in the comments.  There are some parents/carers indicating they prefer “face to face” interviews in February. We will 
collate the survey information and report the results in the next newsletter.   
 
As you can see from the photos in the newsletter, this week we are celebrating 2M and the work they have been doing 
in Science. Each Primary class have been rostered to share their work in the newsletter each fortnight throughout 2021.  
We hope you enjoy this new aspect to our newsletters.  Our Secondary newsletter will continue to be published twice a 
term.  .

The delicious smell of pancakes and pikelets smothered in delicious toppings wafted up and down the Learning Neigh-
bourhoods last Friday as the children celebrated “Pancake Friday” (delayed due to the lockdown earlier in the week).  
Many classes made wonderful language experience books and students had the opportunity to participate in a variety 
of hands on literacy and numeracy activities throughout the day. 

Our College Student Leadership Team 2021 for both Primary and Secondary will be formally welcomed and presented 
with their badges at a special whole school assembly on Friday March 26th, 2021 from 2.45-3.15pm in our stadium. We 
are hopeful that DHHS restrictions with regard to visitor numbers for indoor activities will be increased by this date so 
we can invite all members of our College community. 

Congratulations to our new members of School Council for 2021-2023,  Stephen Roberts, Tarryn Stanley and Adam 
Whibley (Parent Reps), Linda Duncanson (Staff Rep) and Lachlan Eunson (Student Rep).  The Annual General Meeting of 
School Council will be held on Wednesday  April  28th, 2021 at 6.00pm in the Staff room.  

Our Timbarra Fundraising Group are intending to have an Easter raffle as this is a long standing tradition at Timbarra P-9 
College.  However, it will depend on the Department of Education and Training Updated Operations Guide that will be 
revised after next stage of  DHHS restrictions  are announced.  We will keep you informed when we have information to 
share.
 
All year levels have settled in well after the lockdown last week.  It was terrific to see everyone back on site last Thurs-
day.

We are pleased to report that the DET Mobile Phone policy has continued to be implemented in 2021 with little disrup-
tion.  Thank you to students and parents for their support in implementing this policy.  Please find a copy of the policy 
attached to this newsletter.

Jan Adamson
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OSHC Updates

OSHC Phone Number: 9 705 7400 

OSHC Hours: Before: 7am – 9am           After: 3pm – 6:30pm
                         Vacation Care Hours: 7am – 6pm      Curriculum Day: 7am – 6pm

*If our phone is unattended, please leave your booking or cancellation on the answering machine.
We will only call you back if we are unable to take your child due to ratios, otherwise if you do not hear from us, everything is fine.

INVOICES:

The next OSHC Invoices will be sent via Email to you on; Tuesday, 16th February 2021
‘ALL OUTSTANDING FEES FROM 2020’ need to be finalised this Term.
Please make sure you are checking your Emails. Also, if you have not received an invoice, please first check your ‘Junk Mail’ box. If it is 
not there, please contact us to make sure we have the correct Email address for you.
You can check all your details on your ‘Parent Portal’ at any time. 
To check your Invoices, update any personal details and make sure we have the correct information at all times, this is the site you will 
need;
Parent Portal site: https://www.smartcentral.net/v2/home 
Username: is your Email
Password: is your Mobile Number

NEW COVID UPDATES FOR OSHC FROM THE DEPARTMENT

- As of Wednesday, 3rd February 2021, ALL PARENTS are required to wear a Face Mask at all times when you are picking up or 
dropping off your child from before or after school care as per the current Government Guidelines we cannot permit entry unless you 
do. 
- It is a Government requirement that you keep a Face Mask on you at all times, but if you do forget your Face Mask, you will 
need to go back to your car and get it, as it is a requirement that you come in to the foyer area while your child is being signed in or 
out, having their temperature tested and to ring the doorbell to the OSHC Room.
- Please keep in mind, that as much as we realise that this is an inconvenience, it is for the safety and wellbeing of everyone con-
cerned.

So please make sure you carry your Mask on you at all times. Thank-you for your support. 

NEW ENROLMENTS 2021

1. If you require your child to attend the OSHC Program this year and they have never been enrolled, you will need to contact the 
OSHC Program ASAP so we can get your details and send you’re the link to get you on the system ready to go.
2. If you have a child who already attends OSHC or Vacation Care and has an existing enrolment and you have another child that 
will be attending and needs enrolling, then you will be able to get onto your ‘Parent Portal’ and enrol them that way.

The following details are what you will need;
Portal: https://www.smartcentral.net/v2/home
Username: is your Email
Password: is your Mobile Number
PLEASE NOTE: Any questions please give us a call on; 9 705 7400

POLICIES REVIEWED & UPDATED FOR JANUARY: Educational Program, Acceptance & Refusal of Authorisation, Arrival & Departure, 
Code of Conduct, Emergency Evacuation & Lockdown.

POLICIES UP FOR REVIEW IN FEBRUARY: Physical Environment, Rest Time, Environmentally Responsible, Staffing Arrangements, Fam-
ily Communication.

NOTE: All Policies are available at the OSHC Service for parents to view and add input.

Lisa, Elisabeth, Kylie, Hailey & Natalie - (OSHC Staff) 
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This week in 2M...

Open-Ended Maths 
Investigations

We constructed boxes and had to estimate how many 
blocks would fit inside. Shannon

I made one line of 12 blocks, then I moved it across bit by 
bit to cover the box. I used the 12 x tables to work out my 
answer. Jack

I counted by ones to work out one layer and then I doubled 
it to find the total. AJ

I counted by twos to find out the capacity of the box I 
made. Jaden

Kids In The Kitchen — IBL
We applied different things to each sausage. We used: sunscreen, out of 
date sunscreen, t shirt, tinfoil and cooking oil. We left one sausage nude. 
Azra

We each had to make a hypothesis: what we thought would happen to the 
sausages when we put them out in the sun. Madison

We are learning about the three different states of matter. They are: Sol-
id, Liquid and Gas. You can change the state of matter sometimes by using 
heating and cooling. Elle.

When you make a liquid into a gas it is called evaporation. When you make a 
gas into a liquid it is called condensation. Jacoby.

Chocolate can be liquid or solid. You can chage the shape of it by using heat 

and putting it in a mould then cooling it again. That is solidification. Oliver

Numeracy Games
We played a place value maths game outside. We had 
to find a partner who had the expanded version of our 
number. Fraser

Mrs Maddocks is very proud of your resilience and 
persistence 2M! Throughout our snap lockdown you 
kept your chins up, remained engaged and lived by 

our class motto: 
Positive Minds, Grateful Hearts, Learning Together!
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Let’s Talk Literacy
If you could ask your favourite author one question, what would it be?

David Walliams – How do you 

find such funny ideas for your 

books?

Sesandi 6W

Raina Telgemeier – Is there going to be any more of the Sister series/Raina and Amara?
Lily 6Y

Jeff Kinney – How many more 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid books 

will you write?

Jaxon 6Y

JK Rowling – Will you ever write 

another Harry Potter book or make 
another movie?Molly 6H

JK Rowling – How did you come up 

with the idea for Harry Potter?

Jasleen 6Y

Matthew Reilly – Would you 
ever consider writing different 

genres?
Lilla 6H

David Walliams – Can you 

please write more books.

Kayla 6W

It’s Puzzling…

Can you solve these pictograms?
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MOBILE PHONESMOBILE PHONES

PURPOSE
To explain to our school community the Department’s and Timbarra P-9 College’s policy requirements and expectations 
relating to students using mobile phones during school hours.  

DEFINITIONS
A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a cellular (telecommunication) system, with or without a physical connec-
tion to a network.  

SCOPE
This policy applies to:
1. All students at Timbarra P-9 College and,
2. Students’ personal mobile phones brought onto school premises during school hours, including recess and lunch-
time.

POLICY
Timbarra P-9 College understands that students may bring a personal mobile phone to school, particularly if they are 
travelling independently to and from school.
At Timbarra P-9 College
 Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and securely stored during 
school hours
 Exceptions to this policy may be applied if certain conditions are met (see below for further information)
 When emergencies occur, parents or carers should reach their child by calling the school’s office.

Personal mobile phone use 
In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phones Policy issued by the Minister for Education, personal mobile phones 
must not be used at Timbarra P-9 College during school hours, including lunchtime and recess, unless an exception has 
been granted.

Where a student has been granted an exception, the student must use their mobile phone for the purpose for which the 
exception was granted, and in a safe, ethical and responsible manner.

Secure Storage and Insurance
Mobile phones owned by students at Timbarra P-9 College are considered valuable items and are brought to school at 
the owner’s (student’s or parent/carer’s) risk.  Students are encouraged not to bring a mobile phone to school unless 
there is a compelling reason to do so.  Please note that Timbarra P-9 College does not have accident insurance for acci-
dental property damage or theft. Students and their parents/carers are encouraged to obtain appropriate insurance for 
valuable items.  Please refer to the Department’s Personal Goods policy. 

Where students bring a mobile phone to school, Timbarra P-9 College will provide secure storage. Secure storage is stor-
age that cannot be readily accessed by those without permission to do so. At Timbarra P-9 College students are required 
to store their phones in their lockers. 

Enforcement
Students who use their personal mobile phones inappropriately at Timbarra P-9 College may be issued with consequenc-
es consistent with our school’s existing student engagement and management policies.
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At Timbarra P-9 College inappropriate use of mobile phones is any use during school hours, unless an exception has been 
granted, and particularly use of a mobile phone:

 in any way that disrupts the learning of others 
 to send inappropriate, harassing or threatening messages or phone calls
 to engage in inappropriate social media use including cyber bullying
 to capture video or images of people, including students, teachers and members of the school community without            
their permission
 to capture video or images in the school toilets, changing rooms, swimming pools and gyms
 during exams and assessments

Camps and excursions
Timbarra P-9 College will provide students and their parents and carers with information about items that can be brought to 
special activities and events, including mobile phones.

Exceptions 
Exceptions to the policy:
 may be applied during school hours if certain conditions are met, specifically,
o Health and wellbeing-related exceptions; and
o Exceptions related to managing risk when students are offsite.
 can be granted by the principal, or by the teacher for that class, in accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phones 
Policy. 
The three categories of exceptions allowed under the Department’s Mobile Phones Policy are:

1. Learning-related exceptions

2. Health and wellbeing-related exceptions

3. Exceptions related to managing risk when students are offsite

Specific exception Documentation 

For specific learning activities (class-based exception) Unit of work, learning sequence

For students whom a reasonable adjustment to a 

learning program is needed because of a disability or 

learning difficulty 

Individual Learning Plan, individual Educational Plan 

Specific exception Documentation 

Students with a health condition Student Health Support Plan

Students who are Young Carers A localised student record  

Specific exception Documentation 

Travelling to and from excursions Risk assessment planning documentation 

Students on excursions and camps Risk assessment planning documentation 

When students are offsite (not on school grounds) 

and unsupervised with parental permission 

Risk assessment planning documentation

Students with a dual enrolment or who need to under-

take intercampus travel 

Risk assesment planning documentation 
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Exclusions
This policy does not apply to: 
 Out-of-School-Hours Care (OSHC)
 Out-of-school-hours events
 Travelling to and from school
 Wearable devices
 iPads and all other personal devices
 Students undertaking workplace learning activities, e.g. work experience
 Students who are undertaking VET, outside of school hours

RELATED POLICIES AND RESOURCES 
 Mobile Phones – Department Policy
 Ban, Search and Seize Harmful Items 
 Personal Goods – Department policy 

REVIEW PERIOD 
This policy was last updated on 21/10/2019 and comes into force at the beginning of Term 1 of the 2020 school year. 
This policy does not have to be approved by School Council. 


